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M I D W E E K – E D I T I O N 

TUGS & TOWING NEWS 
 

NEW CROWLEY TUG PROVES CLEANER AND SMALLER CAN BE 

POWERFUL 

Cleaner, West Coast Ship 

Assist and Escort Tugboat 

Packs Bollard Pull into 

Compact Length. Crowley 

Maritime Corp.’s ship assist 

and harbor escort services 

group has taken delivery of 

Apollo, a powerful and 

maneuverable tugboat with 

the most compact size in the 

U.S. The tugboat has 

completed final outfitting at 

shipbuilder Diversified 

Marine Inc. in Portland, 

Ore., and will deploy soon 

to serve the San Francisco Bay. Like its sister tug operated by Crowley, Hercules, the Apollo was 

designed by Robert Allen Ltd. to be the nation’s most powerful tug under 80 feet at 78 feet long with 

an estimated 94 tons of bollard pull. As sustainability requirements become more important in 

California and other ports while container ships become larger, Apollo will be well-suited for the Bay 

Area market. Operating on biofuel, the vessel’s fuel-efficient and lower carbon footprint results from 

a pair of Caterpillar Marine 3516 Tier IV-compliant engines that meet federal mandates and the State 

of California’s environmental regulations. “With all the congestion in the ports of California, 

performance is a No. 1 concern for customers. Crowley’s newest tug will continue to make harbor 

escort and ship assist efficient for ship operators while meeting and exceeding current demands for 

sustainability,” said Crowley Vice President Paul Manzi. “Maneuverability improves safety and allows 

for more efficient service.” “With Apollo, we have a rare mix of high performance with an efficient 

design with lower carbon footprint. It’s leading the way in California and showing the industry 

what’s possible in light of the sustainability push that’s taking place,” Manzi added. Crowley’s marine 

services group operates one of the most established fleets of ship assist and tanker escort tugs in North 

America. Crowley has been a leader in efficient, reliable and sustainable operations, safely assisting 

ships through some of the tightest, most environmentally sensitive waterways. Crowley began 

operating tugboats in San Francisco Bay in 1906. (Press Release) 
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ABB  AND KEPPEL O&M REACH KEY AUTONOMY MILESTONE WITH 

REMOTE VESSEL OPERATION TRIAL IN PORT OF S INGAPORE  

ABB, together with 

Singaporean shipyard Keppel 

Offshore & Marine (Keppel 

O&M), has successfully carried 

out South Asia’s first remote 

joystick control of a tugboat in 

the busy Port of Singapore. The 

Port of Singapore, with more 

than 130,000 vessels calling 

annually, presents one of the 

most complex settings for 

autonomous harbor operations 

in the world. The trial marks a 

major milestone in validating 

the increased safety and 

efficiency of tug operations  

utilizing digital solutions 

already available today for nearly any kind of vessel. The trial of remotely operating the harbor tug 

from a shore command center located at the Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore’s Maritime 

Innovation Lab was successfully performed in April 2021. ABB has delivered an integrated solution 

for the remote and autonomous control of the vessel based on the Ability™ Marine Pilot product 

family. The digital solution ABB Ability™ Marine Pilot Vision provided the sensor fusion from 

onboard systems to generate a digital situational awareness, while ABB Ability™ Marine Pilot 

Control system executed the necessary intelligent maneuvering and control commands.  “We are 

proud to have reached another milestone representing a significant step towards autonomous 

shipping, in close collaboration with Keppel,” said Juha Koskela, Division President, ABB Marine & 

Ports. “The intent of this technology is to relieve the crew of tasks that can be automated, enabling 

them to perform at their best during critical periods and enhancing the overall safety and 

productivity of marine operations. This trial also confirms the possibility for application of remote 

and autonomous technology to other vessel types.” ABB’s technology and Keppel O&M’s technology 

solutions were retrofitted on the 32-m harbor tugboat Maju 510. The vessel is owned and operated 

by Keppel O&M’s joint-venture company Keppel Smit Towage. “Remote control navigation is an 

important feature of autonomous vessels as it acts as a safeguard and is especially useful in certain 

complicated scenarios. As the overall system integrator, Keppel O&M is leveraging its in-depth 

https://ral.ca/
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offshore and marine expertise and collaborating with the Keppel ecosystem of companies, such as 

M1 with its connectivity solutions, as well as other partners such as ABB who supplied leading-edge 

technology, to incorporate the best-in-class systems and offer customizable autonomous solutions. 

This is in line with Keppel’s Vision 2030, which includes harnessing advanced technologies for 

growth,” said Mr. Tan Leong Peng, Managing Director (New Builds), Keppel O&M. Tug operations, 

where a tugboat maneuvers other vessels by pushing or towing them, often in crowded harbors, can 

be extremely demanding, requiring the full attention of the crew. Additionally, tugs often have to 

complete lengthy and monotonous transit legs to get to their place of operation. Performing the 

transit autonomously and under remote supervision would enable the onboard crew to rest and be 

alert when they are needed in the actual work of the tug. Station keeping with remote assistance 

may also provide opportunities for onboard crew to rest rather than performing routine tasks that 

can be managed as effectively or better by remote crew. “Keppel Smit Towage is pleased to support 

Keppel O&M and ABB in the development of autonomous tugs. As a tug operator, we leverage 

technology to improve our operations to serve our customers better. With the Maju 510 as a pilot 

tug, we are able to experience and provide feedback on how autonomous operations can help the 

tug captain and crew in simplifying their navigation to focus on crucial tasks. This has the potential 

to significantly enhance operational safety and efficiency,” said Mr. Romi Kaushal, Managing 

Director of Keppel Smit 

Towage. ABB has previously 

delivered technology for the 

groundbreaking trial of a 

remotely operated passenger 

ferry, Suomenlinna II, 

carried out in Helsinki 

harbor in November 2018, 

proving that human 

oversight of vessels from 

any location is achievable 

using currently available 

technology. The harbor tug 

project is funded by the 

Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore as part of the Singapore Maritime R&D Roadmap 2030 

which charts out the nation’s key focus areas for the development of the maritime industry, as well 

as research and technological capabilities. The second phase of the project, scheduled for late 2021, 

will see the vessel perform autonomous collision avoidance tasks while under remote supervision. 

Watch the video HERE (Press Release) 
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ICEBREAKER "MUDYUG"  WILL UNDERGO DOCK REPAIR  

The icebreaker "Mudyug" of 

FSUE "Rosmorport" will undergo 

dock repairs. The unitary 

enterprise published the notice of 

the auction in electronic form on 

June 16. According to the EIS in 

the field of procurement, 

applications for participation in 

the procedure are accepted until 

July 5. Summing up is scheduled 

for July 12, 2021. The starting 

price of the contract is 40,595,553 

rubles. The Mudyug icebreaker 

was built in Finland in 1982. 

Subsequently, the vessel was 

modernized with a change in the bow. An icebreaker with a capacity of 7 MW is capable of moving 

continuously in a continuous ice field up to 1 m thick. (Source: Sudostroenie) 

 

ENGINE ROOM LULLABY (51)  -  INDUSTRIE 3VD6  OP DE ADRIANA 

Hans and Hetty van Nispen 

from Amsterdam have owned 

the tugboat Adriana from 1911 

since 1984, which has been 

carrying a 120 hp strong 

Industrie 3VD6 from 1950 

since 1963, which had 

previously served 13 years at 

the De Gouwe pumping station 

in Boskoop. Through their 

dealings with old ships - they 

also own the rescue boat 

Bernard van Leer and the 

pusher Themis - they have 

become aware of the 

importance of preserving the Dutch sailing heritage. That is why Hans has been a board member of 

the Dutch Sailing Heritage Federation (FVEN) for three years now. In the video he sails with the 

Adriana on the Amstel, after first demonstrating the starting procedure. “A child can do the laundry 

if you know where all 48 lubrication points are.” Watch the video HERE (Source: Heere Heeresma. 
Jr.) History: The tug was built at the Scheepswerf & Machinefabriek Delfshaven v/h H.H. de Ridder -  

Delfshaven; Netherlands and deliverd to D. Meijen & J. Ales – Zaandam; Netherlands under the name 

De Zaan. In 1919 to Jan Ales – Zaandam. In 1937 to N. Visser & J.F.A. Overvliet – Amsterdam and 

renamed Rica Anna. In 1938 to N. Visser. In 1941 sold to .F. & C.L. Beeckman – Ijsselmonde; 

Netherlands and renamed Erna. In 1961 sold to L.C.M. Eerland & Zoon - Rotterdam and renamed 

Maaike. In 1962 transferred to Sleepdienst & Transportonderneming Gerrit J. Eerland LCM zn. – 

Rotterdam and renamed Marie 9. In 1969 renamed Eerland 9. In 1974 sold to Chan Wing Sun -  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8p7h8rU-xRU
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Amsterdam and renamed Equator. In 1979 sold to F. Weggelaar - Amsterdam and renamed Adriana. 

In 1981 sold to A. Zwerver – Onderdendam; Netherlands. In 1984 sold to H.H. van Nispen – 

Amsterdam. The tug has a length of 17.77 mtrs a beam of 3.98 mtrs and a draft of 1.60 mtr.  (Photo: 
R.Koster †) 

 

 Advertisement 

 

 

CATS AND DOGS AND CAMELS,  OH MY! 

Cats in the engine room, dogs everywhere, and camels in the water? 

And what about that Brass Monkey? Is this 

Blog about Tugboats or Creatures?  Nautical 

terminology is like a second language just for 

mariners. Ask a green deckhand to “Dog the 

hatch” and you might get a blank stare.   

Pacific Maritime Group in San Diego, Ca is 

home to all sorts of mechanical “animals” and 

some of the real ones too. You could say we are 

Animal Lovers!   

Sylvester and Luna came to us as feral rescue 

cats. Luna was terrified and Sylvester was wary. Their first months were 

spent hiding during the day and prowling at night. Sylvester was the 

first to make friends with our Crew Members. He is a talker and he learned to insistently meow until 

you would give him a treat. Luna caught on over time. Our crew is now well trained! 

Today, this pair is part of everyday life on the Pier.  They run to greet their favorite Crew Members 

when they arrive and find the exact spot to lounge  that is right in the way of everything. They do 

have important work to do as Vector Control Managers. There is 

no greater image of pride, than Sylvester displaying his daily 

catch for all to praise and envy.  

We have some great big Cats 

too.  

Of course, these would be 

the legendary Caterpillar 

diesel engines in some of our 

Tug Boats, Crew Boats, Landing Craft, Floating Cranes, Dredges 

and Marine Equipment. “Cats” as they are affectionately known 

are one of several brands of marine engines that are at the heart 

http://www.hermansr.com/
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of our vessels.  

Our vessels also come equipped with a variety of dogs. In marine vernacular a “Dog” is a special 

device which locks a winch from spinning. A 

“Dog” is also a lever used to secure closed a 

watertight door or hatch. To “Dog a door” is 

to properly close it.  To the right is a 

“Dogged” door on a Crew Boat. 

Being the pet friendly Company that we are, 

we must mention that “Man’s best friend” is 

also the Crew’s best friend! Captain Joe 

Gregory and “Tugger” are famous aboard the 

tug A.N. Tillett from the time Tugger was 

just a young pup. “Cider” is more of a 

Landlubber, but she loves her Tugboat 

Family. It is not unusual to see dogs from 

Great Danes to Chihuahuas visiting the docks.   

Ok all that makes sense, but Camels? 

In the water? It’s true. Marine 

Camels have evolved to spend most 

of their lives partially submerged, 

preferably alongside ships and piers. 

Darwin would be so proud.  

Their job is to keep the ships from 

rubbing on the piers, or each other. 

Marine Camels can be long and 

skinny, short and fat, even square or rectangular. Some just barely peek 

above the water, but have a lot going on below. Very few have humps, 

sorry to say.  

The type of Camel to the right is used to keep nuclear submarines 

from bumping against the pier or another submarine alongside.  

The orange part is above the surface when it is floating, all the rest is 

below, where it is most effective.   

Here are some typical Camels waiting 

for their turn to be placed next to a ship 

or pier. These are made of recycled 

plastic, 

and they 

are very durable. Their predecessors 

were made of logs treated with 

Creosote to preserve them and prevent 

rot and sea-growth. Neither type looks much like its namesake! 

Aircraft Carriers need Camels too. The large flat flight deck extends 

well beyond the sides of ship, especially the starboard side, which 

typically moors to the pier.  A very wide and sturdy pair of custom 

designed floating camels is required for each Carrier. In 2000, Pacific 

Maritime Group was tasked with designing and building two Aircraft 
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Carrier Separators in a very brief thirty-day period. It was the company’s first direct government 

contract and very important for the Navy, because 

they had a carrier in-bound and no Separators. On 

the 29th day, everyone was happy when a shiny 

new set showed up on base and the next day the 

USS Constitution made her grand entrance.  The 

humble Marine Camel may be the underdog of the 

Marine Animal kingdom! 

Now for the famous Brass Monkey. Sailor’s lore 

has it that when the old wooden ships of war went 

to sea, their supply of cannonballs stacked one on 

top, then four, then nine, and finally sixteen at the 

bottom to form the base. To keep the pyramid in 

place, and all the balls from rolling around helter-skelter, a metal base called a “Monkey” with 

sixteen round dents was secured to the deck close-by the cannons. Since iron rusts, the plate was 

made of brass. Well, brass contracts more than the steel cannonballs in cold weather, so the brass 

indentations would shrink, and the cannon balls 

would roll off the monkey. Freezing weather ever 

since has been famously referred to as “Cold enough 

to freeze the balls off a brass monkey”. Thankfully, 

our tugs have heaters, and we rarely need cannons, so 

our Monkeys and balls are warm and safe.  

Oh, and the last thing you want to do on a ship is get 

hit by Monkey’s Fist!  But that is a story for another 

time… by Steve Frailey and Travis Stephens - Pacific 
Maritime Group - San Diego, California 

 
(Imo advertisement 

 

 

"D IRECTORATE OF THE STATE CUSTOMER"  IS HOLDING A TENDER FOR 

THE CONSTRUCTION OF A MULTIFUNCTIONAL VESSEL 18  MW 

One more rescue vessel will be built to service the Northern Sea Route. FKU "Directorate of the State 

Customer" is holding an open tender for the construction of a multifunctional rescue vessel with a 

capacity of 18 MW, Rosmorrechflot reports. The vessel for the needs of the "Marine Rescue Service" 

will be built according to the IBSV02 project. The agency notes that the State Customer Directorate is 

building a ship of this class and capacity for the first time. The multifunctional rescue vessel is 

http://www.marinesteel.nl/
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designed for icebreaking operations with ice thickness up to 1.5 m, rescue duty in the areas of 

shipping, fishing, offshore oil 

and gas fields. Also, the ship 

can be used to provide 

technical support and 

assistance in areas dangerous 

for navigation, search, 

rescue, evacuation and 

temporary accommodation 

of people, grounding and 

towing emergency ships, 

extinguishing fires, 

inspecting underwater 

objects. Earlier, according to 

the IBSV01 project, two 

vessels were built at the 

Vyborg shipyard to operate 

at the Arctic terminal of the Novoportovskoye field of Gazprom Neft: Alexander Sannikov and 

Andrey Vilkitsky. (Source: Sudostroenie) 

 

WÄRTSILÄ TO POWER HAISEA MARINE LNG-FUELED ESCORT TUGS  

The pair of dual-fuel 95-ton 

bollard pull escort tugs ordered 

by HaiSea Marine at Turkey’s 

Sanmar Shipyards will feature 

Wärtsilä engines and LNG fuel 

gas supply systems. The Robert 

Allan Ltd RAstar 4000-DF design 

escort vessels will each be 

powered by Wärtsilä 34DF dual-

fuel engines operating with LNG 

fuel. The engines will be fitted 

with Wärtsilä’s NOx selective 

catalytic reduction (SCR) system 

to restrict emissions of nitrogen 

oxides. Wärtsilä will also supply 

its LNGPac fuel storage, supply 

and control system. The Wärtsilä 

equipment is scheduled for delivery to the shipyard in 2022. Wärtsilä has previously delivered 

similar equipment for two in-service ferries operated by Seaspan Ferries, like HaiSea Marine another 

Seaspan affiliated company. The successful performance of these ferries and Wärtsilä’s life cycle 

support capabilities in Canada, were cited as being important considerations in the award of the 

escort tug contract. “This project aligns closely with Wärtsilä’s efforts to develop and promote 

environmentally sustainable technologies, and to support the global decarbonization of shipping. We 

are pleased to continue our strong relationship with Seaspan Marine, and are proud to have our 

solutions included in the Robert Allan RAstar design for this project,” says Mark Keneford, General 

Manager, Sales, Wärtsilä Marine Power. (Source: MarineLog) 
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ZEYA TRANSPORT AND LAUNCH DOCK ARRIVED AT AMURSKIY NW 

The Zeya transport and launch dock 

entered the water area of the Amur 

shipyard. The press service of the 

NEA reports. Earlier, the dock left 

Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky. Having 

traveled more than 1.5 thousand 

miles, he arrived at his final 

destination. Thus, the dock is ready 

to fulfill the task of ensuring the 

withdrawal of the new corvette 

"Rezky" from the slipway shop and 

setting up to the outfitting pier. 

(Source: Sudostroenie) 

 

AT THE BALAKOVO SHIPYARD,  THE LEAD HYDROGRAPHIC BOAT OF THE 

E35.G  PROJECT WILL BE LAUNCHED . 

On June 25, the Balakovo 

shipbuilding and ship-

repairing plant (BSSRZ) will 

launch the lead hydrographic 

boat of ice class Ice 3, project 

E35.G "Yuri Babaev". This was 

reported to Sudostroenie.info 

in the communications 

department of the Rosatom 

state corporation. The vessel is 

being built within the 

framework of the federal 

project "Development of the 

Northern Sea Route" under the 

program of the state 

corporation "Rosatom" for the 

construction and modernization of the hydrographic fleet for the Federal State Unitary Enterprise 

http://www.cfbv.com/
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"Hydrographic Enterprise". The program provides for the construction of 5 new ships and the 

modernization of 3 operating ones until 2024. As noted in Rosatom, for the first time in 30 years a 

new vessel is being launched, which is necessary to ensure the safety of navigation along the 

Northern Sea Route and the development of port infrastructure. The last time a similar vessel was 

built in 1991 at a Finnish shipyard. The commissioning of the Yuri Babaev vessel is expected in 

December 2021. The vessel will be assigned to the port of Arkhangelsk. Hydrographic boat of project 
E35.G – information Length - 33.5 m; Width - 8 m; Displacement - about 260 tons; Maximum speed - 

12 knots; Crew - 7 people.; Special staff - 6 people. (Source: Sudostroenie) 

 

OUR NEW TUG-BOAT “LYBOUSSAKIS MINOAS” 

Our new purchase S/T 

Lyboussakis Minoas is finally 

ready to offer its services to 

the increasingly demanding 

markets of Piraeus, Elefsis, 

Revithousa and any 

emergency call. It’s 

experienced and capable staff 

in combination with the 

tremendous capabilities of the 

tug, guarantee the best 

possible result and assure for 

an excellent quality of 

services. Our new aquisiton is 

an ASD tug build in Japan 

1996, with 2×2350 BHP SKL 

motoren, 2x Schottel Lips, 60 

tons of BP, FiFi 1 notation, ex- 

Minous. (Press Release) 

 

MEDTUGS TOW HELLAS L IBERTY 

Free Towing of Hellas 

Liberty, a museum ship, a 

living history of the Greek 

shipping. The 

Management of 

MEDTUGS in the 

framework of Corporate 

Social Responsibility 

decided the total cost 

exemption for the tow of 

the historic museum ship 

Hellas Liberty, due to its 

historical significance and 

its contribution to the 

development of the Greek Shipping. The Liberty Ships (2,720) were built during the World War II. 
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One hundred (100) of them, were sold to Greek shipowners after the end of the World War II and 

were the pillar of the development of Greek commercial shipping, which managed to reach the place 

it is today, the top place in the world. (Press Release) 

 

Advertisement 

 

 

10  YEARS -  DAY OF THE SEAFARER 

25 June of each year is the "Day of the Seafarer", 

recognizing the invaluable contribution seafarers make 

to international trade and the world economy, often at 

great personal cost to themselves and their families. 

Governments, shipping organizations, companies, 

shipowners and all other parties concerned are invited 

to promote and celebrate the Day in an appropriate and 

meaningful manner. The Day of the Seafarer was first 

celebrated in 2011, following its establishment by a 

resolution adopted by the Conference of Parties to the 

International Convention on Standards of Training, 

Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW), 

1978, held in Manila, Philippines, in June 2010, which 

adopted major revisions to the STCW Convention and 

Code. The Day of the Seafarer has now been included in the 

annual list of United Nations Observances. In 2011, the 

celebration took the form of an online campaign, in which 

IMO asked everyone to voice their support using social 

networks. On the Day of the Seafarer, we asked  people 

around the globe to say Thank you seafarers on Facebook, via 

tweets, by posting a video on YouTube, discussing on 

LinkedIn, or even writing an inspirational blog. The Day of 

the Seafarer provides an opportunity to pay tribute to the 

world’s 1.5 million seafarers for the unique and all-too-often 

overlooked contribution to the well-being of the general 

public, and we would like to do it using as many social media 

networks as possible. By generating interaction on the web 

about seafarers, we want to show respect, recognition and 

gratitude to seafarers everywhere.  

The universal outreach of social media will raise awareness of 

the vital role that seafarers play in the world economy and, in many respects, in sustainable 

https://www.kotug.com/


22ND VOLUME, NO. 49  DATED 23 JUNE 2021 

 

12/34 

 

development, enabling ships to carry than 90% of world trade safely, efficiently and with minimal 

impact on the environment. The Day of the Seafarer is also an 

opportunity to educate the public about issues facing the 

modern-day seafarer - issues such as piracy. But, most 

importantly, it is the occasion for us, the world, to say Thank 

you, seafarers. We encourage everyone to participate in this 

worldwide effort by celebrating and joining us on the web: so 

please if you want to get involved, take action and download the 

toolkit featured on this page. Two Dutch companies are 

supporting the Day of the Seafarers this year with gifts. Instead 

of continuing 

our daily 

business, 

AEGIR-

Marine and 

ROG Ship 

repair decided to deliver gifts for the seafarers on 

board of vessels calling our port of Rotterdam. 

Upon receipt of a negative Covid-19 test result, we 

handed out these tokens of appreciation. (Photo’s: 
Aegir Marine) 

 

ACCIDENTS – SALVAGE NEWS 
 

NTSB:  INADEQUATE NAVIGATIONAL ASSESSMENT LED TO BARGE 

STRIKING BRIDGE IN FLORIDA 

Inadequate navigational 

assessment that did not 

identify the risk of strong 

cross currents led a 

towing vessel and barge 

striking a bridge near 

Fort Pierce, Florida last 

August, the National 

Transportation Safety 

Board said in a Marine 

Accident Brief released 

this week. The U.S.-flag 

towing vessel Old Glory 

was pushing the loaded 

barge Cole northbound on the intracoastal waterway August 19, 2020, when it struck the protective 

fendering of the Peter P. Cobb Memorial Bridge, causing causing nearly $641,000 in damages to the 

fendering and $5,000 to the barge. No injuries or pollution were reported. According to the NTSB, as 

the tow approached the bridge the relief captain slowed the vessel, which reduced the 

maneuverability of the tow while the current pushed it outside the channel. According to the United 

States Coast Pilot, there is a strong cross current at the Peter P. Cobb Memorial Bridge. Towing 
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vessel regulations require the officer of a navigational watch to conduct a navigational assessment, 

using all resources available to gather information on conditions that could impact the safety of 

navigation. Had the relief captain been aware of the intracoastal waterway chart cautionary note and 

information contained in the United States Coast Pilot, he would have been better prepared to 

address the risk of strong currents often seen near the Peter P. Cobb Memorial Bridge, the NTSB 

said. The NTSB determined the probable cause to be an inadequate navigational assessment that did 

not identify the risk of strong cross-currents in the area of the bridge transit.? “The Coast Pilot and 

navigational charts are valuable sources to mariners that contain amplifying information on local 

conditions such as tides and currents, channel characteristics and bridge descriptions,” the report 

said. “It is important to check the Coast Pilot and charts when developing voyage plans to improve 

knowledge of an area and prepare for a safe passage.” The NTSB detailed its investigation findings in 

Marine Accident Brief 21/13 is available on the NTSB website click HERE  
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RORO DRIFTS INTO GROUNDED FREIGHTER  

A Turkish ro-ro collided with a 

grounded freighter in Istanbul’s 

Kartal port district on Wednesday, 

reports Turkey’s Directorate 

General of Coastal Safety. The 

freighter Boras went aground next 

to Kartal’s Kumcular Pier in 

March. She was hit after the ro-ro 

Hasan Sisik lost her anchor in 

high winds, drifting towards 

shallow water. The fast rescue 

boat Kiyem-3 and the tug 

Kurtama-2 were dispatched to the 

scene to assist. Rescue boats were also sent to assist another vessel, the April , which also dragged her 

anchor and drifted towards shore. Footage from the scene shows both ships surrounded by marine 

algal mucilage, which has plagued Turkish waters since the beginning of the year. (Source: Maritime 
Direct) 
 

SEACOR:  PAY DEBT W ITH $25M IN OVERTURNED BOAT ’S INSURANCE 

Owners of an overturned offshore oilfield boat that overturned off Louisiana plans to use $25 million 

in insurance on the vessel to pay down part of the Texas company's debts. The owner of an offshore 

https://www.ntsb.gov/investigations/AccidentReports/Reports/MAB2113.pdf
http://www.landfall.nl/
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oilfield boat that overturned off Louisiana plans to use $25 million in insurance on the vessel to pay 

down part of the Texas 

company’s debts. Attorneys 

for families of men killed 

when the Seacor Power 

flipped in April are worried 

that could leave less money 

available to compensate for 

their loss, The Times-

Picayune / The New Orleans 

Advocate reported. Six men 

were rescued, six bodies 

were found and seven men 

are missing and presumed 

dead after the wreck. The 

Seacor Power was a “lift boat” equipped with legs that can be lowered to the ocean floor, lifting the 

vessel itself above the water as a temporary work platform. It overturned as the crew was lowering 

those legs and trying to turn into heavy winds, according to National Transportation Safety Board 

investigators. Seacor Marine Holdings Inc., of Houston, described its plan in securities filings last 

week, the newspaper reported. The agreement with lender J.P. Morgan Chase Inc, would use hull 

and machinery insurance on the boat to help pay two $25 million installments and settle a debt of 

more than $117 million. Ian Taylor, an attorney whose firm represents some survivors and victims’ 

families, said it will seek to block the move and make a claim itself on the proceeds from hull and 

machinery insurance. That law firm's clients are among people who have filed at least 14 lawsuits 

against Seacor Marine, its subsidiaries, and Talos Energy, owner of the oil platform where the Seacor 

Power was heading. Seacor Marine has said it expects to pay about $15 million to the salvage 

company that looked for survivors and lately has been assessing damage and making plans to retrieve 

the wreckage, the newspaper reported. The Coast Guard said last week that salvage crews would 

have to cut the boat apart, with a submersible barge sunk under each section as it was cut away, then 

refloated to bring the section to shore. The Coast Guard referred a call for an update on Friday to 

Seacor, which did not immediately respond to a query from The Associated Press. The company has 

filed a federal suit to limit death and personal injury damages to a total of $5.7 million, under an 1851 

maritime law covering circumstances which the owner could not have foreseen nor taken precaution 

against. Taylor, of Lewis Kullman Sterbcow and Abramson, said the firm will challenge Seacor 

Marine’s attempt to limit liability, and will ask the court to add the $25 million insurance to the 

company's liability fund. Frank Spagnoletti, an attorney who has filed several lawsuits in Texas, said 

Seacor's move to shield the insurance payment will not play well with survivors. “They will find it 

offensive that the company has moved to limit their liability to $5.7 million but taken care of their 

own financial situation before consideration of the victims and loved ones of the dead,” he said. The 

company declined to comment further than the statement to investors. In that statement, John 

Gellert, Seacor Marine’s CEO, said “We remain focused on our response to the Seacor Power incident 

and expect to complete the recovery efforts in July.” “We continue to grieve for our crew members, 

partners and the loved ones of those who were lost,” he added. (Source: AP) 

 

MERCHANT SHIP CARGO SLIP CLOSED F IGUEIRA DA FOZ BAR 

A merchant ship with a Cypriot flag suffered a cargo slip (wooden logs) and led to the closure of 

navigation at the Figueira da Foz bar throughout in the morning of 21st June, the Maritime 
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Authority announced this 

Monday. The incident, which 

led to the fall of several logs 

into the water, occurred 

around 8:00 am, when the 

ship was entering the Figueira 

da Foz bar, the National 

Maritime Authority said on its 

website. The closure of the 

bar, carried out for security 

reasons, lasted until around 

12:30 pm, with the situation 

having been practically 

resolved, with "the logs that 

end up on the coast still being 

removed", the commander of the Maritime Police at Lusa told the Lusa news agency. Figueira da 

Foz, João Lourenço, noting that there is no record of injuries caused by the incident. (Source: 
CMJournal) 

 

Advertisement 

 

 

AZIMUTH THRUSTER TROUBLE OFF MONTROSE 

The 'Glomar Worker' suffered a 

damage to the starboard 

azimuth thruster 25 miles east 

of Montrose in position 56 40 

45.0 N, 001 46 31.2 W, with 35 

crew members on board on 

June 19, 2021, at noon. The 

vessel was unable to carry out 

the ROV work and instead 

headed to Montrose for repairs 

where it arrived at 6.20 p.m. On 

June 20 at 6.20 p.m. the ship 

sailed again, bound for the 

Seagreen OWF. (Source: 
Vessseltracker) 

 

https://www.hollandshipyardsgroup.com/new-build
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ASSISTANCE AND RESCUE OPERATION OF A SAILBOAT OFF BARFLEUR 

Monday June 21, 2021 at around 

2:30 am, the British coastguard 

relayed to the regional 

operational surveillance and 

rescue center (CROSS) Jobourg a 

distress message from the sailboat 

Hydra 4 which announced that it 

had a waterway and began to 

sink at 22 nautical miles ( about 

40 kilometers) north-east of 

Barfleur. A nearby cargo ship 

announced to CROSS that it had 

received the distress alert and 

then diverted to assist the 

sailboat. The CROSS Jobourg also 

broadcasts a MAYDAY RELAY 

message. The CROSS engages  in parallel several means of search and rescue; - The Caiman Marine 

helicopter of the French Navy based in Maupertus; - The all-weather boat Amiral de Tourville  from 

the national sea rescue company (SNSM) in Barfleur; The Mont St Michel ferry from the Brittany 

Ferries company heading to the bay of the Seine. The bad sea conditions prevented the launching of 

the freighter's lifeboat, which however managed to moor the sailboat on its starboard side. Arrived 

in the area, the Mont St Michel ferry is positioned to cut the wind to the sailboat and limit the 

invasion caused by heavy seas. The three sailors of the Hydra 4 sailboat are taken care of aboard the 

Hydra freighter. Once there, the Caïman Marine helicopter hoists the 3 crew members and drops 

them off safe and sound on the site of the military schools of Querqueville for support by a rescue 

team at sea (SECMAR) and by the firefighters of the Cherbourg company. Their condition does not 

require transfer to a hospital. The all-weather dinghy Amiral de Tourville noticed on arrival that it 

was impossible to carry out a dewatering maneuver before towing. The dark Hydra 4 sailboat and 

the SNSM crew noticed a slight iridescence on the surface during the sinking, which will be stirred 

naturally thanks to the sea conditions in the area (sea 3-4). An urgent notice to mariners 

(AVURNAV) is issued by the maritime operations center (COM) of the maritime prefecture of the 

Channel and the North Sea to report the wreck in order to avoid any additional accident. The three 

boaters are safe and sound thanks to the efficiency and responsiveness of the actors acting daily for 

the action of the State at sea and the safeguard of human life: the CROSS Jobourg, the maritime 

prefecture and the maritime operations center, the French Navy, the national sea rescue company, 

and other users of the sea.  (Source: https://www.premar-manche.gouv.fr/; Photo: French Navy) 

 

THE “P INAR DEL R ÍO”  ACCIDENT UNLOADS ON CAPTAIN AND OFFICERS  

According to the report of the Permanent Commission for the Investigation of Maritime Accidents 

and Incidents (CIAIM), referring to the landing of the catamaran "Pinar del Río" on the night of 

August 16, 2019 at the entrance to the port of Denia, with 373 passengers and 79 vehicles on board, 

“technical causes are not seen as triggers of the ship's grounding, being the cause of the same that it 

maneuvered out of the line that marks the entrance and exit of the port, getting too close to the 

breakwater of the dock. The captain did not adequately assess all the information on the environment 

when making the decision to enter port ”. "It is considered a contributing factor of the accident that 

https://www.premar-manche.gouv.fr/
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the bridge officials were not focused on the port entry maneuver, because they were attending to the 

training and familiarization of the 

bridge and machine officers who 

were going to take over. "The 

absence of management, 

coordination and control of 

maritime traffic in the port of 

Denia is considered a contributing 

factor of the accident, since no 

one controlled that the ship 'Pinar 

del Río' could enter the port 

while a ship was already leaving 

the canal. 25 m in length with 60 

passengers on board ”. A Balearia 

recommends that “as long as the 

Port of Denia does not have a 

traffic control service, it includes 

in the entry procedures to that 

port the obligation to wait outside 

of tips before accessing the entrance channel if there are vessels of a certain size. exit, and establish 

radio communications with these vessels before accessing the channel. And to the General 

Directorate of Ports, Airports and Coasts of the Generalitat Valenciana, he points out that "develop 

and establish an effective system for the management, coordination and control of maritime traffic in 

the port of Denia." (Source: Puente de Mando; Photo: Domingo Riera) 

 

   Advertisement 

 

 

REMEMBER TODAY 
 

M.V.  TREASURE 23R D  JUNE 2000 

The MV Treasure oil spill occurred on 23 June 2000, when the ship sank six miles off the coast of 

South Africa while transporting iron ore from Brazil to China. The ship was carrying an estimated 

1,300 tons of fuel oil, some of which spilled into the ocean, threatening the African penguin 

populations living on nearby islands. Cleanup efforts began promptly after the incident with 

particular attention being paid to salvaging the penguin communities. Background MV Treasure was 

a Panamanian-registered cargo ship. The 17-year-old vessel was transporting 140,000 tonnes 

(140,000 long tons; 150,000 short tons) of iron ore from China to Brazil at the time of the incident. 

The Weekend Argus newspaper quoted unnamed sources as saying the ship was owned by 

https://www.grs-offshore.com/en
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Universal Pearls, which it 

claimed to be the same 

Chinese shipping company 

that owned Apollo Sea 

(which sank off Cape Town's 

coast in 1994 and caused 

extensive environmental 

damage). Cause Treasure sank 

on 23 June 2000 from 

structural damage sustained 

in foul weather. The vessel 

went down 6 mi (9.7 km) off 

the coast of South Africa, 

between Robben Island and 

Dassen Island after 

developing a hole in her hull. Authorities wanted to tow the ship into the South African harbor for 

repair, but she was too large for the maneuver and was ordered farther off-shore in an attempt to 

reduce environmental damage from oil pollution. While under tow in rough seas the tow ropes 

ripped loose. The ship then drifted eastward and sank. The ship's crew were airlifted to safety. 

Amount and type of oil spilled Treasure was estimated to have been carrying 1,300 tons of bunker 

oil of which 400 tons, approximately 2,680 barrels, spilled into the sea off the coast. The pear-

shaped slick, about 3 by 4 nautical miles (5.6 km × 7.4 km; 3.5 mi × 4.6 mi) in area, was spotted 

around noon by Kuswag VII, the Department of Environmental Affairs' oil pollution patrol aircraft. 

The oil spilled was the ship's own fuel oil, which was of the heaviest and most viscous commercial 

fuel that can be obtained from petroleum. Bunker oil, also known as fuel oil, is what remains after 

the lighter fractions (gasoline, kerosene, diesel, etc.) are removed by distillation. The heaviest 

materials in crude petroleum are not distilled, as their boiling points are too high to be conveniently 

recovered. As a result, bunker oil is usually very dark in color, more dense, and a significantly more 

serious contaminant than less-dense oils. Environmental effects Aside from causing the temporary 

closing of South Africa's ports and threats to species of gannets, cormorants, and seals, Treasure 

bunker oil spill was dubbed South Africa's worst environmental disaster, as it seriously threatened 

its population of African penguins. The spill mainly affected African penguin colonies inhabiting 

South Africa's Robben and Dassen Islands, which support the largest and third largest colonies of 

African penguins in the world. The worldwide population of African penguins is numbered at less 

than 180,000, and is declining. About 150,000 African penguins live off South Africa's coast, 19,000 

of which live on Robben Island. The Robben Island nature reserve, home to about 14,000 

endangered adult African penguins and 6,000 chicks, was hit badly during their breeding season by 

the oil spill. Over 20,000 penguins were oiled and approximately 2,000 died. Cleanup efforts South 

African Maritime Safety Authority (SAMSA) spokesman Pim Zandee reported that divers confirmed 

the ship had suffered structural damage when sinking and that oil globules were rising from cracks 

in the hull. It was also reported that engine room vents, which leaked a steady stream of oil, were 

closed off, drastically reducing the amount of oil polluting the surface. The dive team continued to 

seal oil leakages from the wreck. Three days after the sinking, the dive team reported that very little 

oil was leaking out of the ship. Different types of methods were used in the cleanup of the oil spill, 

two of which included workers loading kelp covered in oil into trucks and vacuuming up pools of 

oil with specially designed vacuums. In addition, booms were used to keep the oil from entering 

Cape Town Harbor. South African company Bio-Matrix was contracted to help clean up the oil slick 

that was polluting the penguins' habitats. The company used a Canadian product, also called Bio-
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Matrix, made of sphagnum moss properties, which are notable for their natural ability to soak up 

oil. Bio-matrix works by encapsulating oil without absorbing water. Bio-Matrix is also effective in 

helping break down and digest oil. The African penguin rescue effort was one of the largest bird 

rescue missions undertaken thanks to its many volunteers and teams of professionals. The rescue 

effort consisted of washing and rehabilitating already-oiled birds and capturing non-oiled birds as a 

preemptive measure. Within ten days of the Treasure spill, 20,251 oiled African penguins were 

admitted into the rehabilitation center in Cape Town, and 90% of the oiled birds were rehabilitated 

and released. Another 19,500 non-oiled penguins were relocated successfully. The rehabilitation 

effort was greatly funded by the International Fund for Animal Welfare, which worked together 

with the local rehabilitation center, the Southern African Foundation for the Conservation of 

Coastal Birds (SANCCOB), and the International Bird Rescue Center (IBRRC), whose oiled wildlife 

team took action the same day the cargo ship sank. The 12-week rehabilitation process, which cared 

for over 20,000 birds, required over 130 international team members supervising over 45,000 

volunteers, 400 tons of fish to feed the penguins, 7,000 tons of beach sand used in bird pens, and 302 

25-litre (5.5 imp gal; 6.6 US gal) containers of detergent to wash the oil off the penguins' feathers. 

Follow-up studies included the tracking of penguins. Dive spot Treasure is now a recreational dive 

site. The ship's large size and the facts that its hull is only 50 metres (160 ft) down, and its main 

deck is within 30 metres (98 ft) of the surface, coupled with its location in the Bloubergstrand area 

near Cape Town, South Africa, have contributed to its popularity. (Source: Wikipedia) 
 

  Advertisement 

 

 

OFFSHORE NEWS 
 

THE TUGS THAT WILL REPLACE THE ABEILLES FLANDRE ET LANGUEDOC,  

DOCKED IN LE HAVRE FOR TWO MONTHS 

In the last Tugs Towing & 

Offshore Newsletter issue 48 it 

was mentioned “Siem Offshore 

sells AHTS duo to reduce debt” As 

now we can report that they will 

replace the ETV Abeille Flandre 

(Toulon) and Abeille Languedoc 

(Boulogne sur Mer) prior spring 

2022.  Maritime. Les Abeilles 

International acquires two 

Norwegian tugs. Moored in Le 

Havre while waiting to be 

https://www.uzmar.com/
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transformed, they will replace the “Abeilles Flandre” and “Languedoc”. The Siem Garnet tug , 

moored since Thursday evening at the Jean-Reinhart quay, will soon be joined on Monday by its 

twin, the Siem Diamond . Longer, more powerful, faster, they will replace the Abeilles Flandre et 

Languedoc after 40 years of loyal service. “Les Abeilles International won the call for tenders 

launched three years ago by the French Navy to renew the contracts of our oldest ships ,” explains 

Pascal Potrel, general manager of Abeilles International .We are currently finalizing the purchase of 

these two second-hand vessels - about ten years old - which will leave during the first half of July for 

a conversion yard to make them operational in a year. In the meantime, these ships will remain 

positioned for about two months in the port of Le Havre ”.  More efficient Purchased from the 

Norwegian company Siem Offshore, the tugs will anglicize their names to become “Garnet” and 

“Diamond”, take on exactly the same missions and join the home ports of Abeille Flandre in Toulon 

and Abeille Languedoc in Boulogne -on sea. “The new tugs will also be RIAS (Assistance and Rescue 

Intervention Tugs), much more efficient. Two generations separate them from the old buildings. 

Equipped with fire-fighting capability, they even exceed the requirements of the specifications of the 

French Navy, ” continues Pascal Potrel.  "Flanders and Languedoc will remain in the fleet until next 
year" To compensate for the immobilization of the Abeille Languedoc, which has just come out of its 

technical shutdown, a team from Abeilles International had already been on board the Siem Garnet 

for three weeks to take charge of the boat. What about the future of the Flanders and Languedoc  

bees ? “For now, nothing is defined. They will remain in the fleet until next year ” . Last October, the 

Econocom group became the sole shareholder of Abeilles International . “It is really thanks to the 

dynamism and financial health of the Econocom group that we were able to win this contract. It has 

great ambitions for the development of bees, ” concludes the CEO. (Source: Paris-Normandie) 
 

MAERSK WINS EPCI  CONTRACT FOR MERO 2  PROJECT IN BRAZIL 

Libra Consortium has 

contracted Maersk Supply 

Service for the pre-lay of the 

mooring system for a 

newbuild FPSO in Brazil. The 

project comprises engineering, 

procurement, construction 

and installation (EPCI) work 

at the Mero 2 project and will 

be carried out over 2021 and 

2022. The scope of work 

includes pre-laying 24 23-

meter long torpedo anchors, 

each weighing 120 tonnes, in 

2,000 meters of water depth 

offshore Rio De Janeiro. Maersk will be responsible for all activities from engineering, procurement 

and offshore execution. “This is one of the biggest projects of its kind to be awarded this year, and we 

are very proud to have won it. With this contract, we will be ramping up our activities in Brazil 

significantly and will be developing further our office in Rio de Janeiro“, said Rafael Thome, 

managing director for Maersk Supply Service in Latin America. “We look forward to working closely 

with Petrobras as the lead operator for Libra Consortium, and enhancing our solutions capabilities in 

the Brazilian market”. To remind, in August 2020 Petrobras awarded TechnipFMC with an EPCI 

contract for the pre-salt Mero field, located in the Santos Basin in Brazil. Mero field is operated by 
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the Libra Consortium consisting of Petrobras, Shell Brasil, Total, CNPC, CNOOC and Pré-sal Petróleo 

SA (PPSA). (Source: Offshore Energy) 
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MEO  AHTS  VESSELS GET LONG-TERM CONTRACTS FOR MALAYSIA-
THAILAND GAS FIELD  

Singapore-based Miclyn Express Offshore (MEO) will perform offshore supply vessel (OSV) 

operations at a gas field in 

Malaysia-Thailand Joint 

Development Area (MTJDA) 

under long-term contracts. 

2008-built anchor handling tug 

supply (AHTS) vessel Miclyn 

Emperor has been secured for 

three years and its sister vessel 

Miclyn Empress for two years. 

Both vessels were contracted 

through and prepared by 

MEO’s local joint venture 

company and were selected for 

the operation “because of strong prior track records from similar job scopes that complied with the 

Straight Supply contract requirement,” said the Singapore OSV owner. Designed by Khiam Chuan 

Marine and built by Guangzhou Hangtong Shipbuilding to Bureau Veritas class, the AHTS vessels 

each have an overall length of 58.7 m, beam of 14.6 m, maximum draught of 4.5 m, with 

accommodation for 42. Bollard pull is rated in excess of 66 tonnes. Trust Chevron to keep you on 
course  The vessels are equipped with an extensive range of capabilities in supporting the 

development at MTJDA including performing towing and anchoring jobs, serving as both export 

tanker static tow vessels and hose/hawser handling vessels during condensate lifting operations, 

providing cargo transportation to and from supply bases to the offshore locations, and assisting in 

production or drilling operations as necessary. Miclyn Emperor and Miclyn Empress additionally 

serve as accommodation support vessels for project personnel, aiding in the supply and inter-platform 

transfer of personnel, material and consumables. The vessels are equipped to carry out safety standby 

duties for helicopter operations, emergency situations, pollution recovery and field safety 

surveillance. In other offshore activity in Thailand, MEO reported its Uniwise Offshore Thailand 

joint venture 27-vessel fleet achieved 100% utilisation with the charter of dynamic positioning class-

2 Uniwise Advantage. The AHTS vessel is providing exploration and production support for an 

operator in Thailand. (Source: Riviera by John Snyder) 

 

http://aksisfire.com.tr/
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SOLSTAD OFFSHORE SELLS PLATFORM SUPPLY VESSEL 

Norwegian offshore vessel 

owner Solstad Offshore has 

sold another vessel. This 

time the platform supply 

vessel Far Spirit. The 

company said Tuesday the 

vessel had been sold by its 

subsidiary Farstad Marine to 

an undisclosed buyer. 

"Delivery of the vessel to 

the new owner took place 

today June 22nd, 2021. The 

sale of the vessel will result 

in an immaterial accounting 

effect for Q2-2021," Solstad 

Offshore said, without revealing the sale price. The Far Spirit vessel, of the VS 470 Mk II design, was 

built in 2007 by Westcon Olen yard in Norway. Solstad Offshore last year said that, as part of its 

restructuring and agreement, it was to "right-size" its fleet to make it more competitive, with a plan 

to divest 37 vessels "over a period of time." The company last month sold the 2003-built, 74 meters-

long platform supply vessel Far Splendour.  Solstad's aim is to reduce fleet size to a level of 80-90 

vessels, a target it expects to achieve by the end of the year. Some vessels are sold for recycling, some 

for non-oil & gas activity, and some for geographical areas where the company has limited access. 

(Source: MarineLink) 

 

V IRTUAL TOUR UTILITY VESSEL JAMAICA 

Tugs Towing & Offshore 

Newsletter reader Jaap 

Pameyer, again made a 

virtual tour report from 

the Damen built Utility 

Vessel Jamaica. Behold the 

interior, the engine room, 

deck in short, the entire 

ship. Fantastic to see how 

Jaap uses the camera and 

gives the reader an image 

of a newly built vessel. 

Click on the link 

https://www.fotorondleidi

ng.nl/UV3911/ and  (3D 

tour :  

https://my.matterport.com/

show/?m=bqBRRYpSjKi 

(Source: Jaap Pameyer) 

 

https://www.fotorondleiding.nl/UV3911/
https://www.fotorondleiding.nl/UV3911/
https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=bqBRRYpSjKi
https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=bqBRRYpSjKi
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WINDFARM NEWS - RENEWABLES 
 

GUSTOMSC  K IT FOR ENETI ’S NEXT-GENERATION JACK-UP 

Houston-headquartered NOV has been awarded contracts for the design and the supply of equipment 

for Eneti Inc’s first wind 

turbine installation jack-up 

vessel. The vessel will be built 

by South Korea’s Daewoo 

Shipbuilding and Marine 

Engineering (DSME) for 

scheduled delivery in the 

third quarter of 2024. The 

jack-up is of the GustoMSC™ 

NG-16000X design by 

GustoMSC, a subsidiary of 

NOV. The contract provides 

an option for an additional 

jack-up vessel. Emanuele A. 

Lauro, Chairman and CEO of 

Eneti Inc., said: ”Since August 

2020, we have been unequivocal about our intention to enter the wind turbine installation sector. 

This vessel will have the advanced lifting capabilities and energy efficiency that offshore wind 

developers require, not just today, but well into the next decade.” The NG-16000X is an optimized, 

self-propelled turbine installation jack-up vessel design that features increased carrying capacity and 

lifting capacity, as well as a higher lifting height above the deck, NOV said. The vessel is from the 

same series as the first US-built NG-16000X and is ready to carry multiple 20 MW turbines. The jack-

up has been designed with the option to adapt the vessel in the future, allowing it to operate on 

alternate liquified natural gas or ammonia fuels. The GustoMSC NG-16000X includes the GustoMSC 

Rack & Pinion jacking system with a variable speed drive. The jacking system will have a 

regenerative power option were the generated power is fed back into the vessel system, NOV said. 

The design further incorporates a 2,600-t leg encircling crane, ready to install the future size 

monopile foundations and wind turbines. Eneti (formerly Scorpio Bulkers) is turning its focus from 

the dry bulk shipping sector to offshore wind. Last year, the NYSE-listed company announced it 

would sell its remaining dry bulk vessels and exit the sector during 2021 as it shifts its focus to 

owning and operating offshore wind installation vessels. ”We are impressed with Eneti’s commitment 

and willingness to enter into this new market. In a short period of time, both companies worked hard 

to have this unique NG-16000X ready for construction. We are devoted to assisting our clients from 

https://medmarine.com.tr/
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the start until the delivery and beyond that, for many years with our operational support. The 

shortage of wind turbine installation jack-ups capable of installing heavier and higher turbines in 

deeper waters is foreseen. GustoMSC has invested and prepared for this change and is well positioned 

to support our client requirements,” Jan-Mark Meeuwisse, Commercial Director, GustoMSC, said. 

(Source: Offshore Wind) 

 

DREDGING NEWS 
 

HOPPER DREDGER OF PROJECT 4395  DELIVERED TO RECHVODPUT  

Nizhny Novgorod Region 

based Shipbuilding, Ship 

Repair Corporation has 

delivered a non-self-

propelled suction hopper 

dredger of Project 4395 built 

for Rechvodput. The ship 

built in the framework of 

“Service Fleet 

Modernization” is intended 

for the Kama Basin 

Administration of Inland 

Water Ways, announced the 

press center of the Federal 

Marine and River Transport 

Agency (Rosmorrechflot) 

referring to Rechvodput. 

According to Rechvodput, the dredger of 700 cbm/h in capacity features a removable set of cutting 

devises. The vessel is designed for dredging sand, silt, sand and gravel mix, maintenance dredging in 

harbour basins and access channels and fairways, or for filling dams. The newbuild is equipped with a 

split hopper and can discharge dredged material through a 500-meter-long floating pipe or 100-m-

long shore discharge pipe. The new dredger will be used to maintain required depth on inland 

waterways ensuring safe navigation for passenger and cargo ships. Key particulars of the dredger: 

length: 54 m; beam: 10.5 m; depth – 3.65 m; draft fully laden: 1.3 m; crew – 28; dredging capacity – 

700 cbm/h. (Source: Dredging Today) 

 

CALLAN PLANS TO ADD NEW LARGE TRAILING SUCTION HOPPER DREDGE  

Galveston, Texas, headquartered dredging contractor Callan Marine has released the tender package 

for what will be the largest capacity trailing suction hopper dredge (TSHD) in the U.S. To be named 

the Admiral Nimitz, it will have an overall length of 422 feet, a breadth of 92 feet and a hopper 

capacity of 16,000 cubic yards. The diesel-electric powered dredge will have a maximum draft of 28.8 

feet, a maximum dredging depth of 100 feet in the short dredge pipe configuration, and 130 feet in 

the long dredge pipe configuration. It will accommodate a crew of 28. The dredge will be the latest in 

a series of new vessels ordered by Callan Marine. The Admiral Nimitz will be a robust, powerful 

addition to the capacity of the Callan fleet,” said Maxie McGuire, president of Callan Marine. “As the 

market continues to require maintenance dredging at an unprecedented rate, the Admiral Nimitz will 

allow Callan to respond quickly and efficiently to projects along the coast. Callan Marine continues to 
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lead the industry with larger and faster vessels to meet the growing needs of our waterways.” Trailing 

suction hopper dredges are 

equipped with suction pipes 

ending in drag heads that, 

while the vessel moves 

slowly, collect dredge 

material from the bottom like 

a giant vacuum cleaner. The 

collected dredge material is 

pumped into the hopper of 

the dredge while draining 

excess water through 

overflows. The dredge 

material is discharged in a 

variety of ways, depending 

on project specifications. The 

Admiral Nimitz will join the 

ranks of Callan Marine’s 

other dredges: the 32-inch 

General MacArthur, the 28-inch General Bradley, the 18-inch General Pershing, the 16-inch General 

Patton, and the 12-inch General Eisenhower. (Source: MarineLog) 
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ROYAL IHC  DELIVERS SECOND GIANT TO SUEZ CANAL AUTHORITY 

After months of hard work, Royal IHC has now officially handed over cutter suction dredger (CSD) 

HUSSEIN TANTAWY to the client Suez Canal Authority (SCA). The hand-over marks an important 

day in the cooperation between IHC and SCA rounding the build of two CSD vessels to specific 

design needs. With this signing, Suez Canal Authority now possesses two of the most highly 

competitive vessels in the world, ready to take on their tasks ahead. Both the HUSSEIN TANTAWY, 

and the earlier delivered CSD MOHAB MAMEESH are 29,190kW heavy-duty rock cutters suction 

dredgers with a total installed cutter power of 4,800kW. The vessels are characterized by their long 

(147.7 meters) and slender shape and have the ability to dredge at a depth of 35 meters. “The addition 

of the HUSSEIN TANTAWY to our fleet will further our position within the market. Our 

cooperation with Royal IHC allows us to standout from our competition knowing we have the best 

vessels to do the job needed,” commented SCA’s Chairman and Managing Director, Admiral Osama 

Rabie. “We are thrilled to be able to deliver the second CSD to our valued partner SCA,” said Royal 

IHC CEO Gerben Eggink. “Their work in the maintenance of Suez Canal is vital to economies around 

http://www.winches.nl/
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the world. Something which became even more clear this past year when the canal was blocked. This 

vessel will only further enable 

the SCA to continue to 

deliver a valuable 

contribution to this region.” 

Once the HUSSEIN 

TANTAWY has been 

transported to Egypt, it will 

undergo its final 

commissioning. Hereafter it 

will be used to maintain and 

improve the Suez Canal, 

which connects the 

Mediterranean and Red seas. 

(Source: Dredging Today) 

 

YARD NEWS 
 

SAFESTS  AND TRELLEBORG POOL EXPERTISE ,  BRING INCREASED 

CHOICE TO THE PNEUMATIC FENDER MARKET   

SafeSTS Transfer Technology Limited (SafeTTL), a specialist provider of market-leading hardware 

and software solutions, which 

facilitate the secure transfer of oil 

and derivatives between vessels, 

has been appointed as a UK 

distributor of Trelleborg’s 

pneumatic fenders. This 

development is a logical extension 

of SafeSTS’ core activity as a 

globally-recognised pioneer in the 

provision of ship-to-ship transfer 

services to oil majors and traders. 

Trelleborg’s ISO17357-1:2014 

compliant pneumatic fenders are supplied fully tested and meet PIANC 2002 guidelines. Backed by 

over 100 years of experience in polymer technology, Trelleborg’s smarter approach to R&D, 

manufacturing, testing and stringent quality control, ensures the supply of premium quality fenders. 

Pneumatic fenders are ideal for permanent or semi-permanent port operations, particularly in 

challenging conditions such as large tidal ranges, as well as for offshore ship-to-ship transfers. Via this 

agreement, the new SafeTTL division now has access to a significant worldwide stock of floating 

fenders in a range of sizes from 0.5m to 6m in diameter.  When combined with the existing SafeSTS 

fleet of fenders and Oil, LPG and LNG transfer hoses, which are also offered for sale or rental, the 

business is now in a position to support clients with a much broader scope of offshore, nearshore and 

in-harbour berthing and transfer challenges. SafeSTS has a policy of continuous improvement and by 
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extending their services in this way, the company will be able to continually renew its STS assets and 

maintain a low age profile for their global inventory of fenders. Offering more than simple product 

supply, its team of master mariners are able to consult upon best practice and is supplemented by a 

team of marine engineers who travel worldwide to assist with on-site deployment and / or 

maintenance of client assets, whether rented or purchased. Lara Griffin, Commercial Lead at SafeTTL 

deems the addition of Trelleborg’s pneumatic fenders to its product portfolio as an important 

development, allowing it to better serve its ever-expanding customer base. “We and Trelleborg’s 

marine and infrastructure operation have a shared drive and passion for the consultative supply of 

innovative, safety-enhancing marine systems.  To this we add hands-on experience of best practice in 

how to correctly handle, operate and maintain pneumatic fenders to ensure safe ongoing usage, as 

well as the longevity and related ROI of these investments. We work with our clients to create 

customised systems using the latest technologies to ensure the safe and efficient transhipment of 

products. Other initiatives include the installation of associated virtual reality systems for remote 

learning, incident re-enactment and base audits. SafeSTS has a clear policy of ‘safety first’ closely 

followed by plans for improving the carbon footprint of ship-to-ship transfer. Its ultimate ambition is 

to achieve a carbon-neutral footprint.”  To this end SafeSTS will be working closely with Trelleborg 

and all of its supply chain to reach carbon neutrality in the future. Paul Welling, President of marine 

fenders at Trelleborg’s marine and infrastructure operation, commented: “We are delighted to 

appoint SafeTTL as an authorised distributor of our range of pneumatic fenders for the UK market. As 

one of the world’s foremost users of pneumatic fenders within their own STS operations, there are 

few people who have a deeper understanding than SafeSTS of what it takes to manufacture best-in-

class fenders or who is better able to support these assets throughout their service lives.” More 

information on the natural synergy between manufacturers and experienced operators of pneumatic 

fenders and the implications of this for the market can be found in a paper on the subject written by 

SafeSTS Marine Director Capt. Bob Gilchrist, which can be downloaded from 

https://www.safests.com/cpd. SafeSTS has securely conducted countless STS operations from multiple 

locations around the world since being founded in 2009. Yvonne Gilchrist-Mason OBE comments 

that “the business is demonstrably committed to safety first and, to a pathway to carbon neutrality.” 

(Press Release) 
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NEW AGENT AND REGIONAL DIRECTOR STRENGTHEN ROYSTON ’S 

DIGITAL SOLUTION GROWTH IN APAC  AND MIDDLE EAST 

Marine engineering and propulsion specialist Royston has boosted its electronic fuel management 

system (EFMS) business across Asia Pacific with the appointment of a new enginei agent for Thailand 

and a regional director. Under the arrangement, Songkhla-based maritime equipment supplier and 

https://www.safests.com/cpd
https://www.cummins.com/engines/marine-propulsion/cummins-tier-4-engines-for-marine?utm_source=tugs-towing-offshore&utm_medium=digital&utm_campaign=ps-marine-brand_awareness&utm_content=qsk60-tier-4


22ND VOLUME, NO. 49  DATED 23 JUNE 2021 

 

28/34 

 

service support specialist S.T. Marine Services will be responsible for providing sales and aftermarket 

technical support for enginei to the marine sector 

operating in Thailand. In a further move that also 

strengthens Royston’s presence across Asia Pacific and 

Middle East, Alexis Nyeo has been promoted from area 

manager to regional director. Bringing 10 years’ 

experience in sales, engineering and business management 

to the role, he will continue to develop new business 

among regional marine vessel operators for the company’s 

enginei suite of digital solutions and oversee key accounts. 

The developments come as Royston continues to see 

strong demand and sales, providing bespoke digital 

solutions among global marine owners and operators 

looking for a competitive advantage, while safeguarding 

compliance with IOC’s requirements and aiding vessel performance in an evolving environmental 

legislative landscape. enginei can be installed as part of a comprehensive suite of advanced digital 

marine technologies, designed to offer enhanced long-term operational efficiency and performance. 

The combination of world leading sensing technologies with exceptional data science provide 

accurate and meaningful insights extracted from data which onshore and offshore teams can translate 

into tangible operational value. Royston and S.T. Marine both have strong working relationships 

within the marine industry and will be leveraging their combined expertise and technical skills to 

secure additional market share and sector reach. Alexis Nyeo said S.T. Marine’s in-depth regional 

knowledge and track record in supplying 

and supporting state-of-the-art maritime 

technologies will help drive growth for 

enginei. He added: “They will be 

representing a very beneficial, 

competitive and capable added value 

solution in enginei. Through S.T. Marine, 

we will be looking to extend our 

commercial and support reach, generating 

new opportunities and growth for both 

companies.” Worrakarn Wiranant, 

director at S.T. Marine, said: “We are 

delighted to be appointed as agent for 

enginei in Thailand. The partnership 

should bring considerable benefits as we share a commitment to engineering technical expertise and 

have the same core values of customer service, excellence and quality.” (Press Release) 

 

F INNISH PROPULSION SUPPLIER FOR SHIPS BUILT AT REMONTOWA 

SHIPBUILDING  

Remontowa Shipbuilding SA from Gdańsk recently handed over two multipurpose PSV (Platform 

Supply Vessel) ships to the Swedish shipowner Viking Supply Ships. The now well-known Finnish 

company Steerprop Oy writes about the reliability of the propulsion system using LNG. Coey Viking 

and Cooper Viking are the newest offshore suppliers of the Wärtsilä VS 4411 DF project, operated by 

the Swedish company Viking Supply Ships, handed over by the Polish shipyard to the shipowner 

Borealis Maritime in December 2020 and April 2021, respectively. Although these ships are not 
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icebreakers, they have to cope with all conditions, including in the Arctic regions, where the Swedish 

company's fleet operates. 

From the very beginning, the 

priority in design and 

construction was solutions 

and equipment, ensuring 

these units low-emission. 

Both ships were equipped 

with a hybrid propulsion 

system consisting of two 

Steerproop azimuth thrusters 

with a power of 2 × 2,200 

kW. They are powered by 4 

Wärtsilä engines (2 × 6L34DF 

with 2510 kWe each + 2 × 

8L20DF with 1350 kWe 

each), adapted to burn both 

LNG and light diesel fuel (MGO). Liquid fuel is stored in a 230 m³ cryogenic tank installed on the 

ship. Additionally, the ship is equipped with an electric battery system with a design capacity of 625 

kWh. Remontowa Shipbuilding SA, having experience from previous years, turned to Steerprop, 

which had previously supplied propulsion systems for supply ships such as: Siem Thiima, Siem Pride 

and Siem Symphony . According to Steerprop, two main benefits come from the use of contra 

rotating propellers (CRP ). Along the way, they give very high energy efficiency. Another advantage 

is the effective maneuvering in foraging conditions and forcing the ice with the thrust of propellers, 

e.g. in situations where the ship has to land at the quay in conditions of large amounts of ice floes. 

We are very pleased with the cooperation with the supplier. The system is very user-friendly, thanks 

to the electronic control system, in which each drive parameter can be observed in real time  , 

explains Radosław Wolski , project manager at Remontowa Shipbuilding SA, quoted by Steerprop. 

Steerprop, on the other hand, emphasizes efficient project management and good cooperation with 

the shipyard, which is essential in the construction of PSV ships of this size and technical 

advancement. In order to meet the schedule, it is very important to have reliable subcontractors who 

provide solutions exactly when we expect them  - emphasizes Wolski, appreciating the attitude of the 

Steerprop team. Lars Holmberg of Viking Supplies Ships shares this view, adding that the service 

team's approach is equally important. They are solution oriented and work very well with them. The 

crews of both ships praise that the units work like clockwork  - he adds. (Source: PortalMorski) 
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ALBWARDY DAMEN RECOGNISED AS BEST NEW BUILDING YARD AT 

SHIPTEK AWARDS 2021 

Albwardy Damen, a leading provider 

of shipbuilding and ship repair services 

in the marine, and oil and gas related 

industries in the Middle East, was 

recognised as the Best New Building 

Yard at the 14th edition of the ShipTek 

International Awards 2021, held in 

Dusit Thani Hotel, Dubai, on June 7, 

2021. The award was received by 

Willem Moelker, sales & marketing 

director, Albwardy Damen. The 

ShipTek International Maritime 

Awards has established itself as one of  

the most distinguished events in the maritime, offshore and oil & gas sectors. The 14th edition of the 

awards recognised significant industry players who contributed to the sector's growth, particularly 

during the COVID-19 pandemic and the resulting market disruption. Wide range of services  
Albwardy Damen aims to improve the efficiency of its operations and develop strong client 

relationships by providing high safety standards and excellent services in line with its promise and 

commitment to its customers. Its services include newbuilding of steel and aluminum vessels, as well 

as marine, and oil & gas asset 

maintenance and servicing. Its 

services are offered in all of the 

UAE's major ports and 

anchorages, as well as in the 

Sultanate of Oman. Moreover, it 

provides its clients all around the 

world with docking services, ship 

repair, conversion services, afloat 

and voyage repairs, 3D scanning, 

and new building. Furthermore, 

the company's diving services and 

anchor recoveries division in 

Fujairah serves ports and 

anchorages across the UAE and 

provides services such as underwater hull cleaning. Commenting on the company’s achievement at 

ShipTek 2021, Lars Seistrup, managing director of Albwardy Damen, said, “2020 was a very 

challenging year for all of us due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Having said that, it was also one of the 

busiest years ever for our newbuilding department. Our schedule was packed with the construction 

and delivery of two vessels of almost 100 metres length each. Having worked so hard over the past 

one and a half years of the pandemic, it is a great honour to be given this award” Advancing with 
modern facilities and a skilled team Albwardy Damen has state-of-the-art facilities for the 

construction of all types of modern and complex vessels. Damen Shipyards Group has built over 200 

vessels for the Middle Eastern Market since 1969, many of which are still in service. The company 

employs over 1300 highly experienced and skilled professionals from 26 different nationalities and 

has an extensive engineering section devoted to repairing and construction of vessels to the highest 
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technical and environmental standards. It is also certified by LRQA for ISO 9001:2015, ISO 14001, 

OHSAS 18001 as well as API Q1. “Albwardy Damen's primary goal has always been to provide the 

highest level of services to its clients. The company’s success over the last ten years is a testament to a 

never-ending pursuit of technological innovation and commitment to services tailored to our 

customers,” Lars added. (Press Release) 
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ICE THRUSTERS DELIVERED FOR WALK-TO-WORK ICE BREAKER  

Recently, the ice thrusters for 

the walk to work ice breaker 

have been delivered at shipyard 

Royal Niestern Sander. This 

marks another milestone in the 

construction of yard number 

862. Year round operations The 

shallow draft ice-breaking walk 

to work vessel is specially 

designed and optimized for year-

round operations in the 

challenging conditions on the 

east coast of Sakhalin in 

temperatures ranging from -30 

degrees to +35 degrees. By 

combining a shallow draught of 

3,15m, a transit draught of 4,0 m in open waters and a grounded bottom notation, the vessel can be 

deployed year-round. With proven Wagenborg icebreaking technology of the icebreaking hull and 

pulling (ice milling) Azimuth thrusters, the vessel can break through ice up to 100cm. The motion 

compensated gangway on this vessel is optimized for both winter and summer operations, resulting 

in multiple gangway positions. The vessel will perform year-round crew transfer services for up to 40 

persons from the shallow Nabil Port to offshore platforms near the East Coast of Sakhalin. In 

addition, the vessel can be deployed for oil spill response services. Specialist offshore vessels This 

vessel is the first shallow draft ice-breaking walk to work vessel in the world and is expected to be 

delivered by the end of December 2021. This project strengthens the position of Niestern Sander in 

the construction of specialist offshore vessels, including icebreakers and walk-to-work vessels. (Press 
Release) 

http://cintranavalgroup.com/Portals/0/CINTRANAVAL%20GROUP_Overview_Jul11.pdf
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DESIGNING A JONES ACT COMPLIANT WTIV 

As part of a joint development 

project with Lloyd’s Register 

North America, NETSCO 

engineers and naval architects are 

responsible for the concept design 

of a Jones Act compliant Wind 

Turbine Installation Vessel. The 

WTIV design will be focused on 

meeting the requirements of 

current developments along the 

U.S. East Coast and the U.S. Great 

Lakes, such as crane capacity, 

deck space and water depth. 

Another key feature of the design 

is that it will use hull shapes that 

are common in the U.S. 

shipbuilding market.s. (Source: MarineLog) 

 

BOLLINGER SHIPYARDS AWARDED FOR EXCEPTIONAL SAFETY RECORD 

Bollinger Shipyards (“Bollinger”) was presented 

with the 2020 “Award for Excellence in Safety” 

by the Shipbuilders Council of America 

(“SCA”) for its exceptional record of safety in 

the shipyard industry. Bollinger has been the 

recipient of the prestigious Award for 

Excellence in Safety for 16 consecutive years. 

Bollinger also earned the Shipbuilders Council 

of America Award for Improvement in Safety 

for 2020. SCA, the national association for the 

shipyard industry, presented the award to 

Bollinger’s President and CEO Ben Bordelon at 

its annual meeting in Washington, D.C. in 

recognition of the company’s exceptional record of safety, enhancement of operations and promotion 

of safety and accident prevention over the past year. “Bollinger Shipyards is proud to be recognized as 

an industry leader in workplace safety,” said Ben Bordelon, Bollinger President and CEO. “To earn 

the Award for Excellence in Safety for 16 consecutive years underscores and affirms the relentless 

focus of our employees to uphold Bollinger’s commitment to maintain the highest level of safety in 

our industry. This year’s award is especially meaningful given the unprecedented COVID-19 

pandemic and the historic 2020 hurricane season’s impact on Louisiana’s coast. I want to commend 

the resilience and dedication of our employees who continued to work safely and efficiently to 

deliver high quality vessels for our customers on schedule and on budget.” “We’re proud to recognize 

Bollinger and its hardworking men and women who lead the shipyard industry’s culture of safety 

year after year,” said Matthew Paxton, SCA President. “Despite the unprecedented challenges faced 

by the shipbuilding industry over the past year, Bollinger took the necessary action to protect the 

health and safety of its workers while continuing to keep its yards open and working, showcasing 
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why it continue to be a maritime industry leader in workplace safety.” About the Shipbuilders 

Council of America Shipbuilders Council of America (SCA) is the national trade association 

representing the U.S. shipyard industry. SCA member companies constitute the U.S. shipyard 

industrial base that builds, repairs, maintains and modernizes U.S. Navy ships and craft, U.S. Coast 

Guard vessels of all sizes, as well as vessels for other government agencies including the U.S. Army, 

the National Science Foundation and the U.S. Maritime Administration. SCA members also build, 

repair and service America’s fleet of commercial vessels. In addition, SCA represents the critical 

supplier companies that are the foundation of the U.S. shipyard industrial base and provide the 

necessary equipment and services for both commercial and government shipbuilders. (Press Release) 

 

  Advertisement 

 

 

WEBSITE NEWS 

HTTP://WWW.TOWINGLINE.COM 

ARE YOU ALSO INTERES TED IN THIS FREE TUGS TOWING &  OFFSHORE NEWSLETTER .  

PLEASE VIS IT  THE WEBSITE W W W .T O W I N G L I N E . C O M  AND SUBSCRIBE YOURSELF FOR FREE  

Last week there have been new updates posted:  

1. Several updates on the News page posted last week: 

  

• Batteries included: Damen reaches major milestone in fully-electric tug project 

• C&C Marine delivers first towboat for Parker Towing 

• Metal Shark Alabama delivers third inland towboat to FMT 

• Uzmar – Smit Lamnalco Singapore Pte. Ltd. RAstar 4200 launching 

• Sanmar delivers its first Tier lll tugboat to Norwegian operator 

 

2. Several updates on the Broker Sales page posted last week  

(New page on the website. If you are interested to have your sales on the website)  

(pls contact jvds@towingline.com) 

 

https://www.tos.nl/vacancies-overview/?jobsearch=&jobboxsector%5B%5D=786
http://www.towingline.com/
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• Tugboat – MARJAN for sale (New) 

• Tugboat – MANIFA for sale (New) 

• Tugboat – ABU HADRIYAH for sale (New) 

• Tugboat – ABQAIQ for sale  (New) 

• Maintenance Boat – Safaniya 3 for sale (New) 

• Maintenance Boat – Rimthan 2 for sale  (New) 

• Docking Tug (ASD) – Misfah 7 for sale (New) 

• Tugboat – Al Hawtah for sale(New)  

• Dive Support Barge – DSB Fadhili 1 for sale (New) 

 

Be informed that the mobile telephone number of Towingline is: +31 6 3861 3662 

mailto: jvds@towingline.com 

This site is intended to be collective exchange of information. Information on this site has been pulled from many sources; we have 

attempted to credit these sources. But due to the multitude of sources sometimes we are unable to note all the sources. If you feel that 
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